University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

4-18-1990

Summary Of Contra Actions & Statements,
Reactions By Nicaraguan Civilians
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Summary Of Contra Actions & Statements, Reactions By Nicaraguan Civilians." (1990).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/3924

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 070785
ISSN: 1089-1560

Summary Of Contra Actions &amp; Statements, Reactions
By Nicaraguan Civilians
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, April 18, 1990
Thousands of contra fighters are currently inside Nicaragua, and many assert they will not disarm.
Attacks continue, roads are closed by contras, and some threaten to occupy towns and cities
after April 25, or the inauguration of Violeta Barrios de Chamorro as president. Contra actions
& statements * Witness for Peace has documented four contra attacks in the March 21-March 30
period, three against agricultural cooperatives. One civilian was killed, and three wounded. * In
an interview published March 11 by the Sandinista National Liberation Front's official newspaper,
Barricada, a contra commander known as Rufo said he and his men have no intention of disarming.
Instead, Rufo added, the contras expect to be transformed into the nation's armed forces. He
asserted that the contras were responsible for Barrios de Chamorro's victory at the polls in February.
Statements by contra commander Chispero published in El Nuevo Diario on March 31 were similar.
He said that while he respected the president-elect, she in turn must respect the contras' decisions.
* As of April 16, contra fighters inside Nicaragua (estimated at between 6,000 and 10,000) have made
no attempts to relocate in five special security zones set up for disarmament and relocation. [Each
area consists of 500 sq.km. Four "zones" are located in Matagalpa (two), Chontales, and Jinotega
departments. The fifth is located between Jinotega and Matagalpa departments. * According to
government news sources, in the April 9-16 period more than 200 contras launched attacks to the
north, east and west of La Trinidad and south and north of Esteli. Government troops and contras
clashed at least eight times. Two soldiers and eight contras were killed. On April 11 alone, soldiers
clashed with contras near San Isidro, La Trinidad, Los Encantos, San Lorenzo and La Mesa. In the
same period, two young women were kidnapped by contras in the Las Camaras area. On April 9,
contras abducted a farmer in Espinal, southeast of Esteli. Residents of Santa Cruz and La Habana
were moved to Esteli on April 13 due to the contra presence. On April 12 and 13, contras set up
roadblocks on the Pan-American highway in the Mechapa area (north of Esteli) beginning at about
5 p.m. local time. Over 30 vehicles were halted. Contras robbed passengers' money, documents,
clothing and food. * News reports on April 16 said rural residents in Region V (Chontales) fear that
the "Jorge Salazar" contra battalion is preparing a major offensive against population centers in El
Rama, Muelle de los Bueyes and Santo Tomas municipalities. In the same region, contras have acted
as "transit police," stopping vehicles attempting to enter the communities of Santo Domingo, Los
Chinamos, Nuevo Guinea and others. The contras demand passengers' documents, and immediate
payment of "traffic fines." * On April 14, contras attacked with mortar fire a police station in the city
of Matagalpa. * In Jinotega, contras are roaming the streets in civilian dress compiling lists of FSLN
members' home addresses, and have informed employees at the city's main police station that they
will return to "occupy" the town on April 25. * According to a Nicaragua Network report (04/17/90),
in the city of Jinotega contras recently kidnapped and raped a Guatemalan nun, known for her
progressive views. The nun was abducted from a Catholic school where she works as a teacher.
Other progressive nuns have since been removed from the school. * In an interview with AP on
April 12, contra commander Chilimate (Jose Saenz Montenegro), who leads more than 700 men, said
his forces will not disarm until the Sandinistas surrender all power, which includes disarmament of
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the Nicaraguan army. The interview took place in Los Chiles, a mountain town located 130 miles by
road northeast of Managua. Saenz said the Sandinistas agreed to the free elections only because of
military pressure by the contras and that president-elect Barrios de Chamorro "must recognize that
we obligated (the Sandinistas) to bring about free elections in Nicaragua." Reactions by Nicaraguan
civilians * In a recent letter to Barrios de Chamorro, the National Chamber of Small and Medium
Industry (CONAPI) urged for "respect" of the Nicaraguan army's integrity, since the Sandinista
Popular Army (EPS) stands as the only force capable of ensuring an end to the bloodshed. * The
Taller Central de Maquinarias S.A. expressed concern for the "wave of revenge" being waged by the
contras and other anti-Sandinistas, and urged the new government to fulfill the many agreements
and protocols signed since Feb. 25. * In a letter to the president-elect, residents of the Batahola Sur
neighborhood in Managua (located behind the US embassy) affirmed the fairness of the Feb. 25
elections, and expressed concern for the contras' apparent unwillingness to fulfill the Toncontin
agreement, and their demands for "decapitating" the EPS. The letter said, "It pains us greatly, that
as a woman and as the president-elect, you fail to recognize the pain of so many women raped
and massacred by the contras; the pain of the mothers and widows of those who have fallen in
defense [of the country] and those who were victims of the same assassin's hand that ended the life
of your husband." * A letter to the president-elect by the Construction and Transportation Ministry
(MCT) said, "...[W]e consider the attitude of the contra leaders to be in open violation of all signed
agreements, endangering the realization of true peace in Nicaragua and [signaling] a return to the
Somocista past." * The Nicaraguan Association of Promoters of Art and Culture spoke out against
the ultra-right faction of UNO who have dismissed and ignored all agreements pertaining to contra
dismantlement. * Last week the Mothers of Heroes and Martyrs organized demonstrations in the
streets of Juigalpa, Chontales, to demand immediate contra demobilization. * On April 17, the
Organization of Disabled Revolutionaries (ORD) commenced a vigil in front of the president-elect's
home. The vigil will continue until the contras are demobilized, said ORD leaders. * On the evening
of April 16, members of Mothers of Heroes and Martyrs from the Monsenor Lezcano neighborhood
in Managua visited the president-elect at her home to deliver letters expressing desires for peace
and contra demobilization. * Also on the afternoon of April 16, employees of the Managua mayor's
office visited the home of the president- elect to speak with her about contra demobilization. *
Religious organizations launched a national fast for peace and demobilization on April 17. Sponsors
include Christian base communities, and ecumenical organizations CEPAD and CIETTS. * The
Sandinista Workers Central (CST) has called for a general strike, to apply pressure for immediate
contra disarmament and demobilization, and maintenance of the EPS, described as Nicaraguans'
primary defense against the contras. * The National Association of Nicaraguan Educators (ANDEN)
is planning a national strike to demand contra demobilization. * At an April 16 press conference in
Managua, President Daniel Ortega said that civilians in many communities, including in regions I
and V (Esteli and Chontales, respectively), have requested weapons from the government to defend
themselves against escalating contra attacks. [Basic data from Nicaragua Network (Washington,
DC), 04/13/90, 04/17/90; AP, 04/14/90; Xinhua, 04/17/90]
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